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FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 
Defence of Forms of Prayer. 


‘Te pious soul, accustomed to exer- 
cise his devout affections by the means 
of evangelical formularies of devotion, 
is often disturbed with the bitter se- 
verities of the enemies of forms of 
prayer. 

Though his heart may approve of 
devotional forms, he has not always 
at hand the Scriptural arguments by 
which this mode of worshipping God 
is defended. 

In discoursing on the subject of de- 
votional forms, I will lay down three 
propositions, and support them by 
proofs. 

I. That forms of prayer are law- 
ful. 

Il. That forms of prayer are ex- 

dient. 

ILI. That the condemnation of them 
is unchristian, and grossly wicked. 

First Proposition—That forms of 
prayer are lawful. That must be 
acknowledged as lawful, as a Chris- 
tian exercise, which has the example 
of Christ to plead for it; and we can 
never walk more safely than when we 
walk as our Divine Master walked. 

Our blessed Saviour having deter- 
mined to give his human body as an 
expiation for sin, and, by this sacrifice, 
to bear our sins in his own body on 
ihe tree, prepared himself for this 
wonderful act of humiliation. He 
had eaten his last passover with his 
chosen disciples, and then taking with 
him Peter and the two sons of Zebe- 
dee, he said unto them, My soul is ex- 
ceeding sorrowful, even unto death: 
tarry ye here, and watch with me; and 
he went a little farther and prayed; 
then returning to his disciples, and 
finding them asleep, he admonished 
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them, and went away again the second 
time and prayed; and came and found 
them asleep again, and he left them, 
and went away again and prayed the 
third time, saying the same words. 

Whoever will consider the charac- 
ter of Christ, the occasion that called 
forth the ardent expression of his pi- 
ous devotion, and the manner in which 
it was performed, will see and acknow- 
ledge the force of his example as proof 
of our first proposition, that forms of 
prayer are lawful. 

If any occasion could require va+ 
riety of expression, if ardency of feel- 
ing would necessarily prompt it, if 
sincere devotion demanded it, would 
not Jesus have known and practised 
it? 

Have we not in this example of our 
blessed Saviour both an argument for 
defence and a rule for the practice of 
forms of devotion? Had we no other 
proof, would not this alone be suifi- 
cient to put to silence the enemies of 
forms of prayer? 

But we have other proofs: for our 
Saviour and John the Baptist both 
taught their disciples a form of prayer: 
for the disciples of Christ said to their 
Master, Teach us to pray as John also 
taught his disciples. And he said un- 
to them, When ye pray, say, Our Fa- 
ther, which art in heaven, &c. See 
St. Luke xi. 1—4. | 

Is it sufficient to prove, that we can- 
not pray acceptably in the words of 
our Saviour, to say that St. Matthew 
records this differently? 

I know that our translation renders 
the passage in St. Matthew, after this 
manner, therefore, pray ye. The 
Greek word, rendered after this man- 
ner, is Ovrws, which literally denotes 
thus ; which is enough to prove, that 
the translation is too free to build an 
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argument upon in opposition to the 
express language of our Saviour, as 
recorded by St. Luke. 

This not only proves that this was 
a form, but it shows also the propriety 
of using it, not only as a pattern, but 
as a form the most full and compre- 
hensive; and so adapted to all occa- 
sions, that the omission of it appears 
something like a contempt of the com- 
mand of God: and the substitution 
of human language for divine bears 
strong marks of pride and arrogance. 
Therefore, however excellent other 
prayers may be, the omission of this 
¢auses a chasm which a pious soul 
feels cannot be supplied by any of 
haman invention. 

Having thus proved that forms of 
prayer are lawful, L proceed to the 
second Proposition—That forms of 
prayer are expedient. 

When we meet together for the 
solemn worship of Almighty God, 
the greatest object of our meeting 
is, to supplicate pardon, mercy, and 
grace for ourselves, the Christian fa- 
mily, and the world. 

Social worship must be joint wor- 
ship, or that in which pious souls can 
conscientiously and devoutly join. 

To know what this is to be, both 
as to sentiment and expression, gives 
the devout worshipper a good oppor- 
tunity to lay open his heart to the in- 
fluence of holy affections, and ardent 
desires to the Father of mercies. 

If we were to admit that extem- 
pore prayers were always correct in 
sentiment and in language, their very 
novelty would engage so much of our 
attention, as to leave little room for 
the exercise of pious affections. And 
is it not a fact, that we hear them 
with much the same sensation that 
we doasermon? Do they generally 
contain so full an expression of our 
wants, and those of our Christian bre- 
thren? and are they so adapted to 
the state of every sort and condition 
of men, as such as have been com- 
posed by a number of wise and good 
men, that have for ages been means 
of nourishment and strength for pious 
and devout souls ? 

All men who lead the public devo- 
tions of congregations, are not correct 





in sentiment, evangelical in doctrine, 
and learned and prudent in their lan- 
guage and expression. 

Public prayers partake of some 
shades of the peculiarity of the doc- 
trines which men profess; and if we 
join with all, with Lutherans and Cal- 
vinists, Armenians and Socinians, we 
are in danger of offering incongruous, 
and not unfrequently absurd, petitions 
to Almighty God. 

To remedy all these evils, to regu- 
late the devotion of ministers and 
people, is it not a dictate of sober 
reason, harmonizing with the practice 
of our blessed Saviour and his holy 
apostles, to collect from the pious 
prayers and supplications of primitive 
and evangelical Christians,such means 
of public devotional exercises as are 
sanctioned by the word of God, and 
best calculated to impress our minds 
with reverence, solemnity, and devo- 
tion; in other words, to take such 
prayers as have been selected by the 
pious martyrs of the Church to which 
we belong, contained in our evangeli- 
cal liturgy, a composition for the ex- 
ercises of the devout soul, that, amidst 
the various revolutions of the Chris- 
tian world, has stood the assaults of 
infidelity, schism, and heresy, and, 
pure as unaloyed gold, shines with 
greater brightness the more carefully 
and minutely it is examined ? 

Having thus proved the expediency 
of forms of prayer, 1 proceed to the 
third Proposttion—That the condem- 
nation of them is unchristian and 
grossly wicked. 

To condemn the practice of Jesus 
Christ, is to condemn Jesus Christ 
himself. Jesus Christ prayed by a 
form when he went away again and 
prayed the third time, saying the same 
words. To condemn a form of prayer 
then, is to condemn Jesus Christ. Is 
not such a practice unchristian? Is it 
not grossly wicked? Who that has 
any devout exercises of soul, will be 
guilty of such a sin? 

Can enthusiasm and bigotry so 
darken and brutalize the soul, as to 
make it susceptible of a crime at which 
decency is shocked, and piety shud- 
ders? O God, forgive such offend- 
ers, for they know not what they do! 
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But, what is their apology? They 
say that we must pray with the spirit 
and with the understanding. _ And did 
not Jesus Christ pray with the spirit 
and with the understanding, when, in 
his agony in the garden, in a form of 
words, he supplicated strength, and 
submitted to the Divine will’ 

The same apostle who teaches us 
io pray and to sing with the spirit and 
the understanding, forbids not the use 
of forms. 

Who does not think it proper to 
sing by a form and with a book too? 

Does he condemn a form of prayer 
as sinful, as lifeless and dull, who pro- 
fesses the exercise of animated devo- 
tion, in singing forms of prayer and 
praise to God? 

Does not the Christian who sings 

rayers to God from a book, condemn 
Fimself, when he condemns the Chris- 
tian for using a book in reading his 
prayers? Psalms and hymns are full 
of prayers; and is the nature of them 
changed by their metre, or the into- 
nation of voice? How often does the 
enthusiast condemn that in others 
which he unblushingly practises him- 
self? 

I complain of no mode of express- 
ing the devotion of heart to God. The 
heart must pray, the heart must praise, 
to have either prayer or praise accept- 
able, He then who condemns forms 
of prayer as sinful, and uses them in 
psalms and hymns, condemns his own 
practice, and thus proves his own in- 
consistency. But more awful must 
his sin be than language can express, 
who, by this condemnation, enters his 
condemnation against the practice of 
Christ, and, of course, passes sentence 
upon Christ himself. Let such cha- 
racters weigh this subject; and, kay- 
ing their hand upon their hearts, ask 
themselves if, by their conduct, they 
have not dishonoured Christ? 

If any such read this, let them sup- 
plicate of Christ pardon for this sin, 
and put away for the future all such 
bitterness, and wrath, and evil speak- 


ing. 

We conclude, then, by observing, 
that, so far as we can learn any thing 
from the practice of our Saviour, 
forms of devotion are lawful; frem 
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principles of reason that we think 
sound and substantial, we prove them 
expedient; and if we know any thing 
of the nature of sin, those who con- 
demn such forms as are evangelical, 
condemn the practice of Jesus Christ, 


and thus pronounce sentence upon 
Christ himself. 


Extract from a Sermon delivered in 
several Churches and Chapels of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the City of New-York, for the be- 
nefit of the New-York Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Society. By 
the Rev. Tuomas Lye, A. M. Rec- 
tor of Christ Church, New-York. 


Men of Israel, help. Acts xxi. 28. 


“Tne Bible, my Brethren! this is 
our refuge and strong tower in time 
of distress; our sun to enlighten; our 
shield to protect. Thus the primitive 
fathers thought, and thus they wrote ; 
for Ireneus, writing of the Valentinian 
heretics, says, * All these errors they 
fall into, because they know not the 
Scriptures.’ And so St. Jerome, 
‘ We must search the Scriptures with 
all diligence, that so being good ex- 
changers, we may know the lawfui 
coin from the copper;’ and elsewhere, 
‘ That infinite evils arise from igno- 
rance of the Scriptures, and that Frou 
this cause the greatest part of the he- 
resies proceeded.’ St. Chrysostom 
gives it as his opinion, that ‘if men 
would be conversant with the Scri 
tures, and attend to them, they vans 8 
not only not iall into errors them- 
selves, but be able to rescue those 
that are deceived; and that the Scri 


tures would instruct men both in right. 


opinions and good life.? Our Church 
has inherited these sentiments of the 
Fathers, and has shown their influence 
in her introduction of such large por- 
tions of Holy Scripture into all her 
services; and in teaching her mem- 
bers to pray that they may ‘ hear, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly di- 
gest’? the ‘ Holy Scriptures,’ which 
God hath ‘ caused to be written for’ 
their ‘ learning.’ Both the Fathers 
and on have herein adepted 
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the sentiments of our Lord, as ex- 
pressed in his injunction, ‘ Search the 
Scriptures, for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life, and they are they 
which testify of me;’ and in his re- 
buke of the gay and licentious Sad- 
ducees, ‘ Ye do err, not the Scrip- 
tures, nor the power of God.’ 

‘‘ Thus stood the opinion and practice 
of those ages of the Church, to which 
none with more reverence and filial re- 
gard, and certainly none with greater 

leasure and interest, look back, than 
Drcketen Episcopalians; none of 
whom, knowing the rock from which 
we are hewed, and the hole of the pit 
from which we are digged, are asham- 
ed to say, in the pious and enlightened 
language of a certain great man, ‘ In 
religious concerns I like to go the 
beaten road, the good old way; where 
the Scripture is silent the Church is 
my text; where that speaks, it is but 
the comment, and I never refer any 
thing to the arbitration of my own 
judgment but in the silence of both.’ 

* The change that afterwardsensued, 
together with the causes which led to 
it, [ have not time, nor is it necessary 
to state. The shadows of that even- 
ing which preceded a long, cold, and 
dreary night of ignorance and super- 
stition, soon began to gather round 
the Church. Centuries rolled away, 
and mittions of men calling themselves 
Christians, passed into eternity with- 
out the knowledge of the Bible— 
without reading, or hearing in their 
own tongue, a single page of that in- 
estimable volume. But God, who 
caused the light to shine out of dark- 
mess, once more said, ‘ Let there be 
light.” In the language of his ancient 
prophet, he said to tle Church, *‘ Thy 
light is come.’ In the midst of this 
spiritual darkness, while men were 
sitting in the region of the shadow of 
death, ‘ the day spring from on high 
visited them.” ‘ The set time to fa- 
vour Zion had arrived.’ An epoch 
commenced not less remarkable or 
ilustrious than that of the first pro- 
mulgation of the Gospel; an epoch 
which will ever be considered by 
Christians, as a great event in the 
counsels of Divine wisdom and mer- 
cy, toa world lying in darkness. Nor 
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do we forget, that this most splendid 
event (the Reformation) was brought 
about by the means of the Bible. It 
is irresistibly interesting to read the 
accounts of those sensations of joy and 
exultation with which the people at 
that period hailed the return of the 
long lost blessing of the word of 
God, and received it to their bosoms. 
‘Such was their thirst for the sa- 
cred Scriptures, that they went in 
crowds to the Church to read the Bi- 
ble, fixed there by the royal command ; 
numbers far advanced in the vale of 
life, learned to read, that they might 
read the Bible; and having done so, 
were ready to say with the pious and 
devout Simeon, upon taking the infant 
Saviour in his arms, ‘ Lord, now let- 
test thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word, for mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation.’ Yes, the 
Reformation, under the divine agency 
of the Holy Spirit, was effected by 
the Bible, and the means which re- 
stored can alone perpetuate that light 
in which we walk and rejoice. 

“ Not help to circulate the Bible? O 
that we could give it the wings of the 
morning! The Bible! To what else 
shall we ascribe it, that we are not at 
this day involved in the darkness and 
ignorance of former ages? ‘To what 
institution—to what system of instruc- 
tion, of all those which the benevo- 
lence and wisdom, the piety and cha- 
rity of the age have devised and put 
into operation? And no age ever 
devised more for the improvement of 
the mind, or the melioration of the 
circumstances of man. From among 
them all select the most excellent; 
that around whick wisdom throws her 
brightest beams, and in the operation 
of which, benevolence and charity 
exercise and gratify their most ardent 
and expansive wishes—take that one 
—nay, take them all together, and 
what are they without the Bible? 
Your Charity Schools, both parochial 
and public; your Sunday Schools, 
though last, not least in werth and 
excellence, whether we consider the 
tenderness of their care or the wisdom 
of their plans, what are they, valua- 
ble as they are, but the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness—but the 
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means and instruments to prepare 
the way of the Lord for religious in- 
struction? Deprived of the Bible, 
of its co-operation and impulse, they 
are impotent as a machine deprived 
of its spring; their force would soon 
cease to reach the mass of the people. 
Take the Bible away, and you strike 
from those systems of wisdom, instruc- 
tion, and benevolence, the sun to 
whose radiance and warmth they owe 
their splendour and their worth; the 
natural darkness and corruption of 
the human heart would soon prevail 
against them, and those clouds of su- 
perstition and barbarism which enve- 
loped former ages, would speedily re- 
turn, thick and dark, and settle on the 
most enlightened nations of Christen- 
dom. 

‘<< Men of Israel,’ shall we help this 


Society to distribute the Bible? 


‘Your answer we will receive, after 
having detained you a few moments 
on the subject of the Prayer Book. 

* Ought this Society to be aided in 
their endeavours to circulate the 
Prayer Book? What claims does 
this book possess to our patronage and 
support? We presume not to urge 
the claim of inspiration, but we do 
urge, and with great confidence, that 
of ancient if not apostolic origin. 
Spiritually speaking, the Prayer Book 
contains our mother tongue. It speaks 
the language of her that bare us—a 
Janguage which is as exclusively her 
own, as the language of any nation or 
people upon earth is exclusively the 
living language of that people. 

“ In this language the Church has 
taught her children, nearly nineteen 
centuries, to offer their ‘ supplications 
and prayers, and to give thanks for all 
men.’ A language which, for purity 
and simplicity, strength and fervour, 
wisdom and spirituality, carries with 
it indubitable testimony that it could 
have been learnt no where but in the 
apostolic schvol of primitive Chris- 
tianity. For the truth of this remark, 
permit me to ask, In what book of 
devotion, in what liturgy do you find 
such unquestionable marks, such deci- 
sive proofs of a primitive origin, as in 
the Book of Common Prayer? In 
what formulary do you find doctrine so 
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sound, morality so pure, and piety so 
spiritual and ardent? Nor is the ex- 
hibition of these characters unimpor- 
tant in the estimation of him who sin- 
cerely and earnestly seeks the true 
fold, and wishes most devoutly to be 
under the care of that good Shepherd 
who laid down his life for the sheep. 
It is, certainly, of no smail importance 
to the serious inquirer, to know, by 
proofs, the plainness of which he can- 
not mistake, and the strength of which 
he cannot withstand, that he is in the 
fold of him who feedeth his flock like 
a shepherd, gathers the lambs with 
his arms, carries them in his bosom, 
and gently leads those that are with 
oung. | 

* In a Church which comes down to 
us, pene to be the Church built 
upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the Chief Corner Stone; a 
Church built up of lively stones, a 
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices unto God b 
Jesus Christ—in a Church of a 
high, holy, and primitive descent 
and pretensions, we surely have a 
right to expect, and moreover ought 
to find ‘ some of those precious gems 
of primitive truth and order,’ which 
gave lustre and value to her diadem, 
in the day on which, as a chaste vir- 

in, she was espoused unto Christ, 
eae Head and Lord; some of those 
abstracts or compendiums of apostolic 
faith and worship, of truth and holi- 
ness, into which, according to his own 
most gracious penton the Holy Spi- 
rit should, on his descent, guide her. 
We have a right to expect, and ought 
to find these things in the possession 
ef a Church which assumes, as ours 
does, and justly too, to stand on apos- 
tolic ground.” 

“ Admit, my Brethren, that it ig 
possible you should find nothing in 
the pulpit but cold morality: what 
then? It would be greatly to be la- 
mented, it must be acknowledged : 
but will you, therefore, with such a 
liturgy as you possess, be content 
with being cold formalists? Having 
a form of godliness only, can you use 
a liturgy, and join in a worship which 
breathe, and, in their very nature, 
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tend to inspire, the life and power 
thereof? Suppose the pulpit should, 
indeed, provide nothing but husks, 
that it is possible the hungry soul 
may look up, expecting food from the 
steward of the Lord’s household, who 
is appointed to give to all their por- 
tion of meat in due season, and be 
disappointed—what then? Is there 
not in your Father’s house bread 
enough and to spare? Does he not 
feed you? Inthe service, do you not 
find the true bread that came down 
from heaven, that nourishes unto life 
eternal? Yes, there the Church finds 
her feast of marrow and fat things, 
there she holds her banquet, while the 
banner of her divine Lord ever her is 
Jove. There she finds strong conso- 
lation, renews her strength, mounts 
up with wings as eagles, is prepared 
to run and not be weary, and to walk 
and not faint. 

“¢ My Brethren, the more the ser- 
vice of the Church is considered, the 
more surprising it will appear that it 
is not adopted by all Christians ; for 
¢ in what other human instance, at so 
small an expense to the understand- 
ing, have the same depth of thought, 
the same devotion of feeling, the same 
compass of moral wisdom been exhi- 
bited to the mind and heart, as in 
our service? ‘To relish the matter 
of it, is to possess piety ; to digest it, 
is to acquire wisdom ; to breathe its 
spirit, is to be as pure and as perfect 
as can consist with mortality.? My 
Brethren, permit me earnestly to 
plead with you on this occasion. Is 
there any thing calculated to inspire 
delight, and to infuse the most sub- 
lime emotions into the human bosom, 
in the thought that every time we join 
in the public services of our religion, 
we present our petitions in the very 
language which, we are fully persuad- 
ed, has been successful in bringing 
down blessings in ten thousand in- 
stances? ‘That we offer our praises 
in anthems which those delighted to 
use, who have joined, long since, the 
General Assembly and Church of the 
first born in Heaven, and are now 
worshipping before the throne? If 
there be any thing delightful in con- 
tamplations like these, then help te 
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make others partakers of your joy. 
If it be impossible to remain insensi- 
ble to the attractions of a service 
which has been chanted by the lips of 
the greatest and best of mankind, the 
noblest patrons of the cause of huma- 
nity and religion, the highest favour- 
ites of the King of Heaven ; then, by 
the sensations and pleasures originated 
by these attractions, I entreat your 
help. Do our holy and beautiful 
places where our fathers worshipped, 
receive a peculiar lustre from the 
spirits of the just, with whom we are 
so closely associated, and who yet 
seem to speak to us through the ser- 
vice, in the pious use of which they, 
together with the noble army of mar- 
tyrs, entered triumphantly into glory? 
Then, by all that is venerable, august, 
or inviting, in such views as these, I 
entreat your help this day. Finally, 
‘ Has an interest beyond any example 
in former ages been excited on the 
subject of revelation? Has the dif- 
fusion of the Holy Scriptures opened 
the eyes of tens of thousands to the 
awful realities of the unseen world? 
Has the general establishment of 
schools for the education of the poor, 
and especially the recent establish- 
ment of Sunday ‘Schools, broken up 
the fountain of a mighty deep, the 
moral consequences of which it is im- 
possible to calculate?’ Then let me 
entreat you, men and brethren, to 
make provision for the liberal diffu- 
sion of the sacred records of our 
Church ; provide, now that you have 
it in your power, a deep and wide 
channel, in which the newly awakened 
feelings of thousands and tens of thou- 
sands may safely flow. Let them 
know that the sacred services of our 
Church have confessors and martyrs 
for their authors, and Christian anti- 
quity for their model; that they have 
been adopted by the wisest and best 
of men, and contain the very language 
which those delighted to use in the 
courts of the Lord’s house on earth, 
who are now worshipping in the 
beauty of holiness, in the temple of 
the great God above. 

“ Men of Israel, will you help? 
We wait your answer.” 
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Pastoral Address to the Children of 
the Parish of Trinity Church, New- 
Haven, Connecticut, by the Rector. 


My pear CniLpren, 


Your course of catechetical instruc- 
tion for this season, is now closed; 
and [embrace the present opportunity 
to express my approbation of your 
diligence and attention, and to offer 
a few remarks for your consideration. 

Placed over you as your spiritual 
pastor and teacher—bound by my or- 
dination vows, and by the rubrics and 
canons of the Church, to instruct you 
in the rudiments of Christian know- 
ledge—and charged by the holy Gos- 
pel, to watch for your souls as one 
that must give account—my responsi- 
bility is great ; and the duties which 
I owe to you are highly interesting 
and important. It has afforded me 
much satisfaction, therefore, to wit- 
ness the assiduity with which you 
have generally applied yourselves, 
and the rapid progress which you 
have made in your studies. 

Little children—you are, by the 
good providence of God, blessed with 
great and distinguished privileges. 
By the sacrament of baptism you 
have been ingrafted into fhe Church 
of Christ. It is a Church which our 
Lord himself founded; to which the 
promises of the Gospel are made; in 
which the Word and sacraments are 
duly administered; and in which yeu 
are to be trained and prepared, 
through the assistance of Divine 
grace, for the kingdom of heaven. 
But you will reflect, that all these pri- 
vileges can avail you nothing, if they 
be not properly improved. Young as 
you now are, you have your duties to 
perform, and your obligations to 
discharge. Even little children are 
bound to keep all the commandments 
of God, which are applicable to their 
state. To love aad adore the Su- 
preme Being; te worship him, not 
only in the public service of his 
Church, but in secret prayer; to love, 
honour, and obey their parents; to 
abstain from all the vices which are 
forbidden, and particularly from pro- 
fane swearing, falsehood, and dis- 
honesty; are all duties which the 
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youngest, no less than the oldest, are 
bound to perform. 

Go on faithfully, then, my dear 
children, in these duties. Attend di- 
ligently to your catechetical studies. 
Never absent yourselves unnecessarily 
from Church. Be constant and regu- 
lar in your private devotions. Never 
neglect your prayers when you retire 
to rest at night, nor when you rise in 
the morning. Remember that you 
depend on your heavenly Father for 
protection, at all times, and in all 
places, and especially in the unguard- 
ed hours of repose; and that you are 
indebte:t to him for all the necessaries 
and co: iforts of life, and for life itself. 
Remember also, that when you pray 
in secret, he who seeth in secret will 
reward you openly. Be dutiful to 
your parents. ‘Think how much care 
and labour they have bestowed upon 
you in your helpless years! how much 
anxiety and solicitude they must feel 
for your welfare! and how solemnly, 
when they presented you at the bap- 
tismal font, they devoted you to the 
service of God. Be careful that you 
do not render all their labour and at- 
tention vain and unprofitable, by your 
carelessness and negligence; and, 
above all, be careful that you do not 
violate the vows and promises which 
they made in your behalf, at your bap- 
tism. Beware that you never indulge 
in those dreadful sins of the tongue, 
against which the most awful judg- 
ments are threatened. Profanity of 
speech, or an idle, light, er irreverent 
use of the name of God, is so offen- 
sive, that he will not hold him guilt- 
less that taketh his name in vain. 
Avoid, also, every species of falsehood 
and deceit, of fraud and dishonesty ; 
for every thing you do, and eve 
thing you say is known to God. No 
darkness, no secret place, can conceal 
you from his sight. At the final day 
of judgment you will be called to an- 
swer for every idle. word, for every 
sinful thought, and for every wicked 
deed: and, as the eternal welfare of 
your souls must depend upon the ac- 
count which you then render, I be- 
seech you to remember your Creator, 
now, in the days of your youth. 

You are now young; but you are 
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advancing rapidly into life. In a few 
years you will be able better to esti- 
mate, not only your privileges, but 
your responsibility. You will then 
be called upon to ratify and confirm 
your baptismal vows, and to devote 
yourselves, your souls and bodies, to 
the service of God. And I earnestly 
pray that you may not shrink from 
this great and interesting duty; but 
that you may enter into the solemn 
engagements required in the ordi- 
nance of confirmation, with such sin- 
cere penitence for your sins, and such 
a lively faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as to be enabled to look to his merits 
alone tor the hope of salvation. 

And now. to conclude, let me warn 
you against every device which may 
be designed or calculated to draw you 
away from the Church to which you 
are united by the holy rite of baptism. 
Remember by whom the @hurch was 
established ; by whom its sacraments 
were ordained; by whom its ministry 
was appointed ; and who promises to 
be with it to the end of the world, 
and, finally, to be its Head and High- 
Priest forever. Let nothing alienate 
you from this Church: let no per- 
suasion induce you to relinquish its 
regular and beautiful order of wor- 
ship, for any novel invention or unau- 
thorized innovation of man. 

And may God, for the sake of his 
only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
keep you under his almighty protec- 
tion; may he enable you, through the 
blessed influences of his Holy Spirit, 
to serve him faithfully unto the end ; 
and may he receive you 4t last into 
the arms of his mercy, and grant you 
the joys of his eternal kingdom. 

I am, my dear children, 
Your affectionate pastor, 
| H. CROSWELL. 
October, 1817. - ' 
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Constitution of the Episcopal Female 
Common Prayer Book Society of 
Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania. 


Articte I. 


Tuts Society shall be called the 
Episcopal Female Common Prayer 
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Book Society of Wilkesbarre. Its 
object shall be the distribution of the 
Book of Common Prayer in Wilkes- 


barre and its vicinity. 
Articte If. 

Every lady paying the sum of Fifty 
Cents annually shall be considered as 
a member of this Society. The pay- 
ment of Five Dollars, or more, at 


one time shall constitute a member 
for life. 


Articre IIT. 


All life subscriptions, and donations 
of money, shall remain as a perma- 
nent fund, and shall be vested in such 
a manner as the Managers shall direct. 
The interest of which shall only be 
expended. 


Articte IV. 


Section 1. The business of this 
Society shall be conducted by a Board 
of Managers, (residing in Wilkes- 
barre,) consisting of a Directress, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and nine Ma- 
nagers, to be chosen by a majority of 
the members present at the annual 
meeting. 

Sec. 2. The annual meeting of 
the Society shall be held on the first 
Monday in July. 

Sec. 3. The Board of Managers 
shall meet as soon after the election 
as possible, and at such other times 
as they may appoint. Five members 
shall constitute 4 quorum; provided, 
nevertheless, that one or more attend- 
ing the place of meeting regularly 
called, may adjourn. 

Sec. 4.. The Board of Managers 
shall make all laws necessary for the 
government of the Society; and shall 
cause a report of their proceedings to 
be laid before the Society at their an- 
nual meeting. 

Sec. 5. All vacancies in the Board, 
between the stated meetings of the So- 
ciety, may be supplied by the Board. 

Axticie V. 


This Constitution shall not be al- 
tered except at the annual meeting 
of the Society, three-fourths of the 
members present consenting. 


Mrs. Hatnes, Directress. 
Miss Ex1za Bowman, Secretary. 
Miss Ruru Ann Bortier, Treasurer. 
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Managers.—Mrs. Marta Bettte, 
Miss Catrnarine We ts, Miss ANN 
Marta Bowman, Miss lnene Ross, 
Miss Harriet Drake, Miss Louisa 
Cuapman, Miss Hannan Siocoum, Miss 
Nancy Feit, Miss Nancy Hancock. 


All donations of books, &c. will be 


gratefully received, and faithfully ap- 
plied by the Society. 





First Annual Report of the Board of 
Managers of the Episcupal Female 
Common Prayer Book Society of 
Wilkesbarre. 


Tue Board of Managers of the 
Wilkesbarre Female Common Prayer 
Book Society, on this their anniver- 
sary, beg leave to lay before them a 
very brief report of their proceedings 
during the past year. The feeble ef- 
fort which they have been enabled 
to make in the important concern of 
advancing the interests of the Church, 
they fondly hope will be received with 
indulgence, when the infant state of 
the Episcopal Society in this vicinity 
ts taken into consideration. When 
we reflect, that previous to the au- 
tumn of 1815 the Book of Common 
Prayer was almost unknown with us, 
and the admirable liturgy of our 
Church had never yet ascended from 
our altar, it will not be thought sur- 
prising that our means of doing good 
are still circumscribed. 

The first meeting of the Wilkes- 
barre Female Common Prayer Book 
Society was held on the 7th of July, 
1817, when it was composed of about 
30 members; since which time it has 
greatly increased, and there is a hap- 
py prospect of its becoming still larger. 
The money collected at that meeting 
was immediately appropriated to the 
purchasing of Prayer Books: 52 were 
obtained from New-York, a number 
very inadequaté to supply the demand, 
had not a small donation been pre- 
viously received from the Society in 
Philadelphia. Daily applications are 
now made, which we deeply regret it is 
not in our power, at present, to satis- 
fy; but when our next supply arrives, 
of which we are in constant expecta- 
iion, we shall be happy to distribute 
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them to all those who feel a desire to 
join in the excellent service of our 
Church. 

A large field still remains for our 
exertions; but while we regret that 
we have had it in our power to do so 
little, we enjoy the highest satisfaction 
that we have done all that we could: 
and if we are actuated by proper mo- 
tives, we may humbly trust that he 
who condescended to accept the wi- 
dow’s might, will graciously receive 
and bless this our imperfect endea- 
vours to disseminate his truth. 

By order of the Board, 

ELIZA BOWMAN, Sec’ry. 
Wiliesbarre, July 6, 1818. 

At the annual meeting of tlie Soci- 
ety the Rev. Mannina B. Rocue per- 
formed divine service, and delivered 
a sermon from Matt. xvi. 18. “ Thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my Church, and the gates of 
hell shali not prevail against it.” 
Extract from the Journal of the Pro- 

ceedings of a Convention of the 

Protestant Episcopal Church of 

Virginia, which assembled at Win- 

chester, or Tuesday, the 19th of 

May, 1818. 


Tue Committee, on the state of the 
Church, to whom was referred the 
resolution providing a secure and per- 
manent depository of the Episcopal 
Fund, have, according to order, had 
the same under consideration, and 
beg leave to report,— 

That, from the great extent of this 
Diocess, it has been deemed, by pre- 
ceeding Conventions, highly expedi- 
ent, if not indispensibly necessary to 
the welfare of the Church of Virgi- 
nia, that the Bishop should be reliev- 
ed from the confinement of parochial 
duties, in order that the benefits of 
the Episcopal ordinances may be 
thereby more promptly and widely 
diffused; that the desolate temples of 
religion may again hear the voice of 
our chief pastor within their long for- 
saken courts, and that his venerated 
authority and influence may be ex- 
tended over the whole flock which 
it has pleased God to commit to his 
pious charge. : 
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For this salutary and holy purpose 
the Standing Committee of the Dio- 
cess early recommended the establish- 
ment of a fund for the support of the 
Episcopate, and the Convention se- 
conded their recommendation by va- 
ridus resolutions, which have been 
hitherto followed with imperfect suc- 
cess. Particular parishes. have con- 
tributed their subscriptions towards 
the fund, with a zeal becoming its 
importance to the prosperity of the 
Church, while others have totally dis- 
regarded the appeal which has been 
made to their piety and liberality. 

Your Committee cannot recom- 
mend the abandonment of a measure 
so fraught with common benefit, until 
every practicable effort for its accom- 
plishment sliall have failed. It is 
confidently believed, that the obstruc- 
tions which have hitherto opposed its 
success, have arisen from a want of con- 
fidence in the means which had been 
devised for its attainment, rather than 
from an insensibility to its importance. 

The resolution referred to the 
Committee, if adopted, will effectu- 
ally secure to the fund that perma- 
nent character which should remove 
among the parishes the fear that the 
fruits of their liberality will be here- 
after misapplied; among the first sub- 
scribers, the apprehension that their 
pious contributions will not be se- 
conded in time by all their brethren; 
and in the Church, the belief that any 
delay, however protracted, can ulti- 
mately defeat the object of its piety. 

A decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States has recognized 
the legal exfstence, and its authority 
will protect the rights of the corpora- 
tion, in which the resolution proposes 
to vest the Episcopal fund of this Di- 
ocess. ‘The Committee would have 
recommended a more central deposi- 
tory, could one have been obtained 
under the sanction of law. 

The resolutions of preceding Con- 
ventions have too sanguinely contem- 
plated an immediate resort to the 
fund, for the object which it is design- 
ed to a¢complish. Your Committee 
are of opinion that this should be de- 
ferred until the fund shall have been 
zo enlarged as to provide for that ob- 
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ject by its annual revenue. They beg 
leave, therefore, to recommend to the 
Convention the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That the annual con- 
tributions from Christ Church, in 
Alexandria, of one hundred dollars, 
for raising a fund for the support of 
the Bishop, which have now been paid 
or which may hereafter be received, 
together with all other sums which 
may be any where subscribed and 
collected for the same object, be vest- 
ed in bank stock, under the direction 
of the Standing Committee of this 
Diocess, in the names of Georce Dr- 
NEALE and Joun Muncaster, Church 
Wardens of Christ Church, Fairfax 
Parish, Alexandria, and their success- 
ors, for the purpose aforesaid. 

2. That, in aid of the Episcopal 
Fund, the several ministers of this 
Church do, in their respective congro- 
gations, at some fit season in each 
year, deliver an appropriate discourse, 
recominending the pious object of the 
fund, and thereafter make a collec- 
tion, the amount of which they shall 
specially mention in their respective 
parochial reports. 

3. That each minister do, at some 
convenient season of every year, visit 
one or more of the wacant parishes of 
this Diocess, or of the counties of this 
Commonwealth, wherein there is no 
parish, for the purpose of delivering 
a similar discourse, and of collecting, 
by personal applications, or otherwise, 
farther sums for the enlargement of 
the Episcopal Fund, of which visit 
and collections they shall respectively 
make a report at the succeeding Con- 
vention. 

4. That no part of the Episcopal 
Fund shall be withdrawn for any pur- 
pose, until its annual interest shall 
suffice for the attainment of its object; 
and that, in the interim, it shall be 
the duty of the Standing Committee 
to see that its enlargement is hastened 
by the prompt conversion of its re- 
venue into principal. 

The said preamble and resolutions, 
being twice read, were, on questions 
severally put thereupon, agreed to by 
the Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Powezz, the Com- 
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mittee of the whole Convention was 
discharged from the Consideration of 
the resolutions thereto referred: and 
the said resolutions were then read a 
second time, and, on questions seve- 
rally put, were agreed to by the Con- 
vention. 

Mr. Mercer, from the Committee 
on the state of the Church, presented 
a farther report, which was read as 
follows : 

‘The Committee on the state of the 
Church recommend to the Conven- 
tion the adoption of the following re- 
solution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary do 
annex to the Journals of the Conven- 
tion the following list of the Clerg 
of the Diocess of Virginia, viz. 

The Right Rev. Ricnarp Cuannina 
Moore, D. D. Bishop, and Rector of 
the Monumental Church, Richmond. 

The Rev. Bensamin ALLEN, Jeffer- 
son county. 

The Rev. Tuomas G. Atten, Dum- 
fries Church, Dettingen Parish, Prince 
William. 

The Rev. ArexAnper BALMAIN, 
D. D. Frederick Parish, Winchester. 

The Rev. Hueu C. Boges, Berke- 
ley Parish, Spottsylvania. 

The Rev. Joun Bracxen, D. D. 
Williamsburg. 

The Rev. Joun L. Bryan, Berke- 
ley county. 

The Rev. Joun Bucnanan, D. D. 
Rector of Henrico Parish. 

The Rev. Atrrep Dasntett, Dea-. 
con, New-London. 

The Rev. Joun Dunn, Shelburn 
Parish, Loudoun county. 

The Rev. Georce Hatson, residing 
near Norfolk. 

The Rev. Wiou1Am H. Haart, As- 
sistant Minister of Henrico Parish. 

The Rev. Arexanper Hay, Antrim 
Parish, Halifax. 

The Rev. Tuomas Horre1t, Berke- 
ley county. 

The Rev. Wiiu1am Kine, Augusta 
Parish, Staunton. 

The Rev. Georce Lenon, Hamil- 
ton and Leeds Parishes, Fauquier. 

The Rev. Samuret Low, Christ 
Church, Norfolk Borough. 

The Rev. Enwarp C. McGuire, 
St. George’s Parish, Fredericksburg. 


The Rev. Wirt1am Mrape, Fre- 
derick Parish, Frederick county. 

The Rev. Joun MiokLesoun, Meck- 
lenburg. 

The Rev. Ortver Norris, Christ 
Church, Alexandria. 

The Rev. Joun S. Ravenscrort, 
St. James’s Parish, Mecklenburg. 

The Rev. Witt1am Sreece, Prince 
William. 

The Rev. Anprew Syme, Bristol 
Parish, Dinwiddie. 

The Rev. Witumam H. Wier, 
St. Paul’s Church, Alexandria. 

The Rev. Joun Woopvite, St. 
Mark’s Parish, Culpeper. 

The Rev. Jonn P. Bausman, Fre- 
dericksville Parish, Albemarle. 

The Rev. Josern R. Anprus, St. 
Paul’s Church, King George county. 

And that the Secretary annex. to 
the Journals of every succeeding Con- 
vention a list of the Clergy, with all 
alterations therein produced in the 
preceding year by ordinations, deaths, 
removajs, suspensions and degrada- 
tions. 

The said resolution being twice 
read, was, on the question put there- 
upon, agreed to by the Convention. 


Prayer Book and Homily Society of 
Maryland. 


Baltimore, May 9. 

Ar a meeting of the Clergy and 
Laity of the several Protestant Epis- 
copal Churches in this city, convened 
last evening by public notification, at 
the Lecture-Room attached to St. Pe- 
ier’s Church, for the purpose of form- 
ing a Society to procure and distribute 
gratuitously the Book of Common 
Prayer, and Homilies in Tracts—a 
number attended, together with some 
other Clergymen, notwithstanding the 
inclemency of the weather; when the 
Right Rev. Bishop Kemr being called 
to the chair, opened the proceed- 
ings by prayer to Almighty God for 
his direction and blessing. Hvuen D. 
Evans, Esq. being then appointed 
Secretary. The Constitution of a 
Society to be called the “ Prayer 
Book and Homily Society of Mary- 
land,” after being debated by para- 
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graphs, was unanimously adopted :— 
by one clause of which the Bishop of 
the Diocess is, ex-officio, President ; 
and by another, the Clergymen and 
Vestries of the different parishes and 
congregations in this Diocess, are re- 
quested to form auxiliary societies. 
After an election then held, the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were appointed to 
conduct the said institution :— 

Right Rev. Bishop Kemp, President. 
Rev. J. P. K. Hensnaw, 2 Vice-Pre- 
Rev. J. V. Barrow, ‘ sidents. 
Mr. Henry Brice, Treasurer. 

Mr. S. Youne, Corresponding Sec’y. 
Mr. R. H. Moats, Recording Sec’y. 
Mr. Josern Rowinson, Ageni. 


Managers.—Rev. Wa. E. Wyatt, 
Hon. Nicnoras Brice, Dr. Wm. Do- 
watpson, Dr. J. Barr, Mr. Noax 


Riwcerty, Mr. Roserr Netson, Mr. 
James Bett, H. D. Evans, Esq. 
The proceedings of the meeting 


were then closed by prayer from the 
Rev. Mr. Harcn, of Frederick. 


—_— 


Explanation and Defence of the Ri- 
tual Laws of the Jews, from the 
Introduction to the Book of Levi- 
ticus. 


Extracted from D’Orty’s and Mant’s 
Family Bible, the first and second Num- 
bers of which are now ready for delivery 
by T.& J. Swonns. The notes between 
brackets are added to the American Edi- 
tion, selected and arranged by Joun Henny 
Hoxart, D. D. Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the State of New- 
York. 


Tue Book of Leviticus is so calied, 
because it is chiefly employed in de- 
scribing the sacrifices and services of 
the Tabernacle, to be performed by 
that holy order of men who were of 
the tribe of Levi, and in detailing the 
particulars which related to the dis- 
charge of the priestly office; the his- 
torical parts of this Book being ex- 
tremely few. ‘That Moses was the 
author of this Book is shown not only 
by the general arguments which prove 
bim to have written the Pentateuch, 
but appears also from particular pas- 
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sages in other books of Scripture, in 
which this is expressly cited ag his in- 
spired work. ‘The delivery of these 
Laws, it is supposed, was included in 
the space of one month. 

The two main designs of the Jew- 
ish Law seem to have been to oppose 
the idolatry and false worship so 
universally prevalent in the heathen 
world, and to prefigure the spiritual 
religion of Jesus Christ, the promised 
Saviour. As tothe former of these 
designs, many particular customs and 
usages are forbidden the Jewish na- 
tion, for the prohibition of which we 
can in no way account, except by tak- 
ing them under this view of an intend- 
ed opposition to the several supersti- 
tions of the Gentiles. The chief dif- 
ficulty under which we labour in this 
matter, is, that we cannot determine 
what particular idolatrous customs 
were prevailing in the time of Moses; 
so vastly distant is the time, and so 
short the records of ancient nations. 

The religious services prescribed 
in this Book are reducible to the fol- 
lowing heads: . 

First, Sacrifices of different kinds. 
Though these were outward rites of 
religious service, yet did they carry 
with them their several meanings, 
which had relation to spiritual reli- 
gion and worship, while the whole 
was a typical scheme, and a fit intro- 
duction to that more perfect dispen- 
sation of Jesus Christ, the Messiah, 
by whom all mankind were to receive 
full atonement with God, and be bless- 
ed with the more pure revelation of 
his perfect will and way of worship. 

Secondly, Purifications from legal 
uncleannesses. ‘These were a nume- 
rous and burdensome part of the Is- 
raelitish religion ; but they were not 
intended to terminate in mere ritual 
observance: they were most aptly sig- 
nificant of many things tending to in- 
ward and substantial religion, such as 
reverence towards God’s house, his 
worship, and all holy things appropri- 
ated to his service; they represented 
also the necessity of inward purity of 
heart, life, and principles; the diffi- 
culty of rooting out evil habits from 
the mind, and the danger of sinful af- 
fections in such as worship the true 
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God, and are related to him as his 
peculiar people. These and other 
such things were represented by the 
purifications of the Jewish Law, al- 
ways with a view to the promised Re- 
deemer, who was, in the most perfect 
manner, to cleanse us by his blood, 
enlighten us by his doctrine, and pu- 
rify us by his Spirit. 

Thirdly, Various solemn festivals. 
The exact and pompous observance 
of these was so far from being a 
needless and trivial institution, that 
they appear to have been exceedingly 
proper for preserving the whole na- 
tion in the practice of true religion. 
They were thankfal commemorations 
of the most signal national mercies 
and deliverances; mercies tl:at form- 
ed the foundation of all their bless- 
ings, peace, and prosperity, as an unit- 
ed church and people: and, by their 
constant attendance on these joyful 
solemnities, at so many stated times 
of the year, and at the one fixed place 
of national worship, the people went 
through those courses of pious service 
to God, and that intercourse of kind- 
ness, generosity, and charity towards 
each other, which tended to make 
them adhere to the religion of the 
true God, and to confirm them in the 
love of that constitution under which 
they lived, surrounded with the un- 
common blessings of his providence. 

If in parts of the Jewish Law we 
should meet with some directions, the 
utility of which should not be at first 
sight apparent to us, let us beware of 
setting up the conclusions of our own 
reason against the unbounded wisdom 
of God. A closer consideration of 
the subject will teach us humbly to 
acknowledge that all these institutions 
answered the purpose of exercising 
the Israelites in faith and obedience ; 
of preserving them a distinct and se- 
ep people; and of training them 

y a peculiar mode of discipline, 
wisely suited to their habits, preju- 
dives, and circumstances, for the re- 
ception of the new dispensation under 
the Messiah. It will teach us also, 
that many of those directions, which 
rasliness and presumption sometimes 
censure as trifling, and as unworthy 
of the Divine attention, were specifi- 


cally calculated to guard the’ people of 
Israel from being betrayed into par- 
ticular modes of idolatry and wicked- 
ness prevalent in the nations amongst 
whom they were to dwell. 

Besides the laws relating to religion 
delivered in this Book, there are civil 
and judicial laws, which appear, when 
rightly considered, to make the surest 
provision for the honour of the govern. 
ment and magistracy, to lay down 
most impartially the rights of the peo- 
ple, and to advance those degrees of 
charity, peaceableness, mutual love, 
and justice, which form the strongest 
cement of a happy society. Pyle, 
Dr. Gray, Gisborne. 

{Some of the ritual laws were con- 
descensions which the Lord deigned 
to show towards a people who had. 
been long habituated to the customs 
of Egypt. Hence the majestic appa- 
ratus of the tabernacle, that multitude 
of sacrifices, those pompous ceremo- 
nies to which the patriarchs were 
strangers, and which formed part of 
the Jewish worship. Others were in- 
tended to give the Hebrews an insur- 
mountable aversion for the barbarous 
rites and abominable superstitions of 
their neighbours. Hence those pro- 
hibitions against making their children 
pass through the fire, against stigma- 
tizing themselves, against slashin 
their bodies with knives, or cutting 
their hair in a certain form, against 
eating near blood, against worshipping 
in the high places, or planting groves 
near the tabernacle, &&.—Fhese laws 
were intended to fix lasting traces on 
their minds of the wonders which God 
had worked for them, to perpetuate, 
from generation to generation, the 
memory of these great events, and to 
evidence the truth of them to the 
whole earth, even down to our times. . 
And this was the chief motive for 
instituting the redemption of the first- 
born, the offering of the firstfruits, 
and of most of their festivals, &c. &c. 
Those laws, like so many emblems 
and useful parables, contained, at the 
bottom, admirable instruction. Thus 
the necessity of so many precautions 
against legal pollutions, so many wash- 
ings and outward purifications, inti- 
mated to them the stil! more binding 
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obligation of purity of heart.—Other 
laws were designed to attach the He- 
brews to the land which God had 
given them; to make them love its 
products, and to extirpate for ever 
trom their hearts any wish to return 
into Egypt. Hence those laws which 
prescribed the use of oil in their sa- 
crifices, which Egypt does not pro- 
duce, and of wine, which the Egyp- 
tans abhorred; hence the prohibition 
to eat the lamb or the kid boiled in 
milk, as those nations did that had not 
oil.—There are some laws besides, 
which seem to have been specially 
intended to serve for standing palpa- 
ble proots of the continual providence 
of God over his people, and of the di- 
vine mission of Moses. Such, among 
others, was the law, enacting that the 
lands should rest during the sabbati- 
cal year; a remarkable and singular 
law, and which could scarcely come 
into the legisiator’s mind by natural 
means. It must have been founded 
on the certainty he had, that every 
sixth year would produce abundantly 
enough for the three following. 
Without this, Moses would have run 
a risk of losing all his people by fa- 
mine, and of drawing upon his me- 
mory public curses. Now from whom 
could this assurance come but from 
God? Can we conceive that Moses 
would have ventured to enact such a 
law, if he had been only a common 
legislator? But what would have 
been the height of madness in a poli- 
tician, confined to worldly views, is 
an evidence that his commission was 
from heaven, and that the God whose 
servant he called himself continually 
watched over Israel.—The ritual laws 
of the Jews did not spring from ca- 
price. They were positive laws, but 
yet founded in reason, and had each 
a particular motive, although the dis- 
tance of so many ages prevents us 
from knowing them all.—But to these 

rticular motives a general one must 
added, which alone would be suffi- 
cient to justify the wisdom of these 
extraordinary institutions. They all 
tended to one common end, worthy of 
a great legislator. This end of his 
was, to insure the duration of his peo- 
ple, and the purity of their worship 
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against all the revolutions of time.— 
For this purpose it was necessary to 
attach the Hebrews very strongly to 
their religion; and this he did most 
effectually by the multitude of observ- 
ances which he laid on them.—In or- 
der to attain more certainly to this 
end, it was necessary besides, to keep 
all the individuals of the nation closely 
united together, and separate from 
every other. Now what could more 
effectually do this, than those extraor- 
dinary observances, and various rites 
which differed from-those of other na- 
tions, or were diametrically opposite 
to their customs ?—-By the observance 
of these rites, the Hebrews have form- 
ed, do form, and will form, until the 
accomplishment of the prophecies, a 
nation apart, and by this, in spite of 
their captivities, dispersions, and mi- 
series, they triumph over time, whilst 
the most powerful and wisest nations 
have disappeared off the face of the 
earth. Jews’ Letiers. | 





Recenty published by T. & J. Sworns, 
“ The Christian’s Manual of Faith 
and Devotion: containing Dialogues and 
Prayers suited to the various Exercises of 
the Christian Life, and an Exhortation to 
Ejaculatory Prayer, with Forms of Ejacu- 
latory and other Prayers. The second 
edition improved. To which are added 
a number of Additional Prayers.” 


Advertisement to the first Edition. 


Tue dialogues in this volume are select- 
ed and altered from a work, entitled “ The 
Village Manual.” In the revision of them, 
the Editor has made considerable altera- 
tions in the style, and has occasionally 
amplified the sentiments. It is the object 
of these dialogues to exhibit and enforce 
the various exercises, duties, and privi- 
leges of the Christian life; to awaken the 
careless; to excite the lukewarm; and 
to instruct and comfort the penitent be- 
liever. 

The exhortation to ejaculatory prayer, 
with suitable forms of ejaculatory devo- 
tion, has been altered from an original 
treatise on this subject, recammended by 
Bishop Horne, and the Rev. WiLLtl4am 
Jones, of Nayland; and their names are 
pledges for the soundness and the fervour 
of its devotional exercises. 

The Editor thought that the various ar- 
ticles in this volume were admirably cal- 
culated to excite and cherish evangelical 
and fervent piety; and he has, therefore, 
felt himself gratified in the humble office 
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of compiling this Manual of Christian 
¥aith and Devotion, and presenting it to 
the public. 
J. UW. HOBART. 
New-York, May 28, 1814. 





(CP The Prayers from page 380 of this 
edition, to the end, have been taken from 
a late British work, entitled * A Century 
of Christian Prayers, on Raith, Hope, and 
Charity ; with a Morning and Evening De- 
votion.” 

Feb. 1818. 


CONTENTS. 


The Self-Deceiver made acquainted with 
himself; in a Dialogue between a Minis- 
ter and his Parishioner—Prayer for Re- 
pentance—The Penitent instructed; ina 
Dialogue between a Misister and his Pa- 
rishioner—Prayer suited to the Condition 
of a Penitent Christian—The doubting 
Christian instructed aad confirmed in his 
Faith and holy Resolutions; in a Dialogue 
between a Minister and his Parishioner— 
Prayer suited to the State of a Christian 
resolving to fulfil his Baptismal Engage- 
ments, and preparing to partake of the 
Lord’s Supper—The Christian armed 
against Temptation; in a Dialogue be- 
tween a Minister and his Parishioner— 
Prayer for Grace to overcome Temptation 
—The Christian instructed in a holy Life; 
in a Dialogue between a Minister and his 
Parishioner—A Prayer for a holy Life— 
The Christian instructed in Family Du- 
ties; in a Dialogue between a Minister 
and his Parishioner—Daily Prayers for Fa- 
milies—Sunday Morning—Sunday Even- 
ing—The Christian instructed how to ob- 
serve the Ordinances of Religion; in a 
Dialogue between a Minister and his Pa- 
rishioner—A Prayer for the right Use of 
the Means of Grace—The Christian di- 
rected as to a safe and comfortable Death ; 
in a Dialogue between a Minister and bis 
Parishioner—A Prayer for a happy Death. 


An Exhortation, with some Forms, in order 
to enforce and to assist in the Practice of 
the Duty of Ejaculatory Prayer. 


Recommendatory Address, by the Rev. 
William Jones, of Nayland—Preface— 
An Exhortation, &c. and various Forms of 
Fjaculatory Prayer—The Apostles’ Croed, 
explained in a devotional Forin—The 
Lord’s Prayer, in a devotional Form—Of 
Grace before and after Meals—A Grace 
before Meat—A Grace after Meat—As 
you go into Church—As you go out of 
Church—A Prayer on coming to your seat 
in Church—After Church—Daily Devo- 
tions; Morning Prayers, Evening Prayers 
—Sunday Morning—An Act of Faith— 
An Act of Praise—Sunday Evening— 
Prayer for Grace—An Act of Intercession 
—A Prayer—Monday Morning—An Act 
of Praise—Monday Evening—A Prayer 
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for Grace to keep the Commandments— 
Tuesday Morning—Prayer for Grace— 
Tuesday Evening—Wednesday Morning — 
An Act of Praise—Prayer for Grace— 
Wednesday Evening—Thursday Morning 
—An Act of Praise—A Prayer for Grace 
—Thursday Evening—An Act of Inter- 
cessiun—Friday Morning—A Prayer for 
Grace—An Act of Praise—Friday Even- 
ing—An Act of Intercession, from the an- 
cient Liturgy of the Church of Jerusalem 
—Saturday Morning—Saturday Evening— 
A Litany, or humble Supplication for those 
Virtues and Graces which respect our 
Duty to Almighty God, our Neighbours, 
or ourselves—A Prayer for Christmas Day 
—A Prayer for Good Friday—A Prayer 
for Easter—A Prayer for Whit-Sunday— 
Morning Prayer for a very young Child— 
Evening Prayer for a very young Child— 
Morning Prayer for a young Person—Di- 
rections for a young Person in the Even- 
ing—Evening Prayer for a young Person— 
Ejaculations at going to Bed—Directions 
to young Persons, relative to the Lord’s 
Day—Before Church Time—In the Church 
—After Church Time—A Morning Prayer 
for a Servant—An Evening Prayer for a 
Servant—A Prayer before Confirmation— 
A Prayer after Confirmation—A Prayer te 
be used before receiving the Holy Com. 
munion—An Ejaculation, to be said at the 
Lord’s Table just before receiving the 
Bread—To be said after receiving the 
Bread—To be said before receiving the 
Cup—To be said after receiving the Cup 
—A Prayer to be said after receiving the 
Holy Sacrament—At the Commencement 
of Devotion—For true Devotion—For 
Faith—For a right Use of the Faculties 
of the Soul—For a Removal of the Obsta- 
cles to Belief—For an effectual Belief of 
the Christian Religion—For Courage. in 
the Profession of Christianity—Christ- 
mas; for the inestimable Blessings of Re. 
demption—For the Love of Christ—On the 
Commencement of the year—Epiphany ; 
for the Blessings of Christian Knowledge 
—For Examination—A General Confession 
—True Contrition—For Pardon—Good 
Friday ; for the Atonement—Easter; for 
the Resurrection—For Ascension Day— 
Whit-Sunday; for the Influence of the 
Holy Spirit—For Grace—Trinity Sunday; 
the Trinity in Unity—For the Blessings of 
a Redeemer—On the Study of Religion— 
For Assistance in the Study of the Scrip. 
tures—Against inquisitive and perplexing 
Thoughts—For Grace to Suffer as a d 
Christian—For Zeal—For the Perform. 
ance of God’s Will on Earth, as it is in 
Heaven—For Wisdom from Above— 
Against Superstition—For Patience found- 
ed on a firm Belief of a Future State— 
Against Mardness of Heart—For Hope— 
For the Happiness of Heaven—Against 
Sorrow without Hope—In time of Temp- 
tation—For Strength against Dangers— 
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Against the Temptations of the World, 
the Flesh, and the Devil—For the conti- 
nued Favour and Protection of God—For 
‘hemporal Blessings—-For all God’s Mer- 
cies—For Trust in God—For Acceptance 
—Against Melancholy and Dejections of 
Spirit—For a Person troubled m Mind or 
Spirit—For the Assistance and Protection 
of God—For Charity and Brotherly Love 
—For Personal Virtues—For Charity and 
Beneficence—For Love to mine Enemies— 
Against Revenge—Against immoderate 
Anger—For Compassion to all Men—For 
Meekness and Quietness of Spirit--For 
Sobriety and Temperance—For Sincerity 
—For Uumility—For Uprightness—For 
Holiness—For Obedience—Against all Im- 
purity—For Modesty and Chastity—For 
Mortification and Self-Retirement—For 
Diligence—lor Contentment—For Justice 
—For Unity—For Good-will to all Man- 
kind—For Constancy-—Against Covet- 
ousness—Against Worldly-Mindedness— 
Against Swearing, Lying, and Slander— 
Against Hypocrisy—For Resignation—- 
For Submission to the Divine Will——For 
Steadfastness—For an Increase of Faith, 
Hope, and Charity--On the Commence- 
ment of any Undertaking—For Preserva- 
tion on a Voyage or a Journey—In Sick- 
ness—For Recovery from Sickness—For 
Resolution to Redeem the Time—On the 
Return of the Day of One’s Birth—At the 
Close of the Year—-For the Blessings of 
the Year—For a due Improvement of 
'Time—On the Choice of Friends, and the 
Duties of Friendship—On the Death of 
Relatives or Friends—lor a Preparation 
for Eternity---On the Last Judgment---The 
Husband’s Prayer---The Wife’s Prayer--- 
The Parent’s Prayer---For Parents---In 
Youth---For the Aged---For the Ministers 
of God’s Word and Sacraments---For Ma- 
gistrates---For Friends and Benefactors--- 
A Paraphrase of the Lord’s Supper--- 
Morning Vrayer---Evening Prayer. 


|__| 
THE INSECT. 


Poon Insect! what a little day 
Of sunny bliss is thine! 

And yet thou spread’st thy light wings gay, 
And bid’st them, spreading, shine. 


‘Thou humm’st thy short and busy tone, 
Unmindful of the blast; 

And careless, while ’tis burning noon, 
How quick that noon be past. 


A show’r would lay thy beauty low; 
A dew of twilight be 

The torrent of thy overthrow, 
Thy storm of destiny. 


‘Phen spread thy little shining wing, 
Hum on thy busy lay! 

For Man, like thee, has but his spring ; 
Like thine, it fades away! 
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A Prayer for a Preparation for Eternity 
(From the Christian’s Manual.) 


Lory God Almighty, who hast ordain- 
ed this life as a passage to the future, by 
confining our conversion to the time of our 
pilgrimage here, and reserving for here- 
after the state of punishment and reward; 
vouchsafe me the assistance of thy grace, 
who still have an opportunity of reconcile. 
ment to thee, that I may so watch over 
all mine actions, and correct every devia- 
tion in my way to heaven, as neither to be 
surprised with my sins uneancelled, nox 
called away with my duties unperformed ; 
but that, when my body descendeth to the 
grave, my soul may ascend to thee, and 
dwell for ever in those mansions of eter- 
nal felicity, which are prepared for all thy 
faithful servants, through the merits of 
Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord. .2men. 


Lhe following curious Circumstance is re- 
corded ona ‘lomb Stone at Green-Bavy, 
in the Island of Jamaica. 


“ Here lieth the body of H. Goonrne, 
Esq. who departed this life at Port Moyal, 
December 22, 1739, aged 80 years. He 
was born at Mount Pelo, in France, but 
left that kingdom for his religion, and 
came to settle in this island, where he was 
swallowed up in the great earthquake in 
1692; but by Divine Providence was by 
another violent shock thrown up in the 
sea! which, at that time, ran mountains 
high ; and miraculously saved himself by 
swimming, until, by force of the waves, 
he was driven near the land, where he was 
rescued from a watery grave by the crew 
of a small vessel, and again safely landed. 
He lived many years after in great reputa- 
tion, beloved by all who knew him, and 
much lamented at his death. Peace to 
his manes.” 


—aass 





Op New Stereotype editions, in large 
and small print, of the Buok of Common 
Prayer, intended for the use of indivi- 
duals, and for gratuitous distribution by 
societies, are now ready for delivery, at 
very reduced prices, at the store of T. & 
J. Sworps, No. 160 Pearl-street, New- 
York, 
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